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Cadet Col. Jacob A. Reed (center) accepts the AFA CAP 
Cadet of the Year Award from S. Sanford Schlitt, AFA 
national vice chairman of the board of directors, aerospace 
education. At right is then-Brig. Gen. Amy S. Courter, 
promoted shortly afterward to major general as CAP’s 
national commander. 
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AFA Mission Change 
 
AFA's Board of Directors approved a mission change to the third element of our 
mission.  The mission statement now reads: Support the Air Force, the Air Force 
family and aerospace education."  In commenting on the change, Vice Chairman 
Sandy Schlitt noted that Air Force Chief of Staff General Norton Schwartz stated 
on a recent Air Force mission statement change that: "This is who we are, it’s 
what motivates us and drives us to serve."  Schlitt remarked that the mission 
statement serves the same function for our Air Force Association. It will be clear 
to all that the AFA mission includes support for aerospace education. 
 
Air Force Association Presents National Awards at 2008 Civil Air Patrol 
National Conference  
 
The Air Force Association, in its continuing efforts to expand and enhance Civil 
Air Patrol’s Aerospace Education program, recognized the outstanding 
achievements of two CAP members recently during the CAP 2008 National 
Conference awards ceremony held at the Gaylord Palms Resort in Kissimmee, 
Florida.  Sandy Schlitt, Air Force Association Vice Chairman of Aerospace 
Education, presented the Senior Member of the Year award to Lieutenant 
Colonel John W. McGaha, a CAP member from the Delaware Wing.  The AFA 
CAP Senior Member of the Year Award is presented annually to the senior 
member who has contributed most to the 
success of CAP’s mission over the years. The 
selection is based on the member’s lifetime 
contributions, and not just his or her 
accomplishments during the nomination year. 
The winner receives a one-year complimentary 
membership in AFA and a commemorative 
plaque.   
 
Schlitt presented the Cadet of the Year award 
to Cadet Colonel Jacob A. Reed.  The AFA 
CAP Cadet of the Year Award is presented 
annually to the cadet demonstrating 
outstanding leadership in CAP, as well as 
academic excellence. The nominee must have 
earned the Amelia Earhart Award and be a 
current CAP member. The Cadet of the Year 
receives a one-year complimentary membership in AFA and a commemorative 
plaque. Similarly, Reed has made significant contributions to the Maryland Wing.  
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Planning for the Future 
 
Russell Klatt, President of Chicagoland – O’Hare Chapter #142, recently 
attended a luncheon with Major General Tony Przybyslawski, Vice Commander, 
Air Education and Training Command.  At the luncheon, Klatt was introduced to 
Richard Miller of the Chicago Board of Education.  Mr. Miller has been selected 
to be the Principal of the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps Air Force 
Academy in Chicago beginning in September, 2009.  The academy is a four-year 
high school program.  Klatt provided Miller with information about activities and 
programs provided by the Air Force Association.  He also offered Chapter 
support to the Academy.  In addition, Klatt forwarded Miller information on the 
Visions of Exploration program.  
 
AFA Receives National Recognition 
 
On June 30, AFA received the Outstanding Recognition Award from the 
Technology Student Association in recognition of its service contributing to the 
growth of TSA, support for TSA on the national level, and being an active 
participant in TSA activities. 

This year's National Conference was held in Orlando, Florida.  AFA Central 
Florida Chapter members Jim Callahan, Richard Ortega and Bill Yucius of the 
Central Florida Chapter served as judges for the Flight Design and Flight 
Endurance competitive events. 

The Technology Student Association (TSA) is the only student organization 
devoted exclusively to the needs of students interested in technology.  Open to 
students enrolled in or who have completed technology education courses, 
TSA’s membership includes over 150,000 middle and high school students in 
2,000 schools spanning 47 states.  TSA is supported by educators, parents and 
business leaders who believe in the need for a technologically literate society.  
Members learn through exciting competitive events, leadership opportunities and 
much more.  From engineers to business managers, TSA alumni credit the 
organization with a positive influence on their lives.  TSA chapters take the study 
of STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) beyond the 
classroom and give students the chance to pursue academic challenges among 
friends with similar goals and interests. 

TSA also helps teachers meet the criteria for STEM education goals through 
programs that include technology activities, competitions, leadership and 
teamwork for students.  In addition, all TSA activities are correlated to the 
Standards for Technological Literacy, as set forth by the International Technology 
Education Association (ITEA).  Teachers can use TSA’s activities during the 
school day in their classroom and extend the learning beyond the classroom 
through a TSA chapter. 



 
Megan Tucker and Casey Oliver pose in their 
astronaut flight suits while attending Educator Space 
Camp on an AFA Scholarship from Chapter #398. 
Megan and Casey will uses lessons learned from 
this experience to further Aviation Education in their 
classrooms. 
 

Let’s Roll Up Our Sleeves 
 
Mike Zink, Vice President of the John C. Stennis 
Chapter #332 in Biloxi, Mississippi, enlisted the 
aide of chapter and active duty military members 
at Keesler Air Force Base to complete a local 
elementary school project.  On August 8th, the 
volunteers designed and painted a multi-purpose 
court at Pecan Park Elementary School in Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi.  The court was designed to 
introduce the students to sports and teach them 
the basics of basketball, volleyball and tennis.  
Over $200 worth of paint and supplies were 
donated by the John C. Stennis Chapter.  
 
 
 
AFA Members Get Unique Opportunity to Attend Space Camp 
 
Thanks to a scholarship from the Hurlburt 
Chapter #398, teachers/AFA members Casey 
Oliver and Megan Tucker attended Educator 
Space Camp at the U.S. Space and Rocket 
Center in Huntsville, Alabama.  The weeklong 
program was full of team building activities, 
engineering challenges, and simulated missions 
on the space shuttle.  Not only did they learn 
information about the space program and its 
history, but were saturated with ideas and 
curriculum to bring back into elementary 
classrooms.  Educators from all over the United 
States gathered at the U.S. Space and Rocket 
Center to participate in the program.  Their first 
activities were to tour the museum in Huntsville 
and to get oriented to the various parts of the 
shuttle and how each part works.  They learned 
the different jobs of each person involved in a space mission, how an astronaut 
lives, eats (with lots of Tabasco sauce) and works in space.  They explored lunar 
stations and focused on traveling to the moon.  Attendees had the pleasure of 
hearing Ed Buckbee, the public relations person for the first seven Mercury 
astronauts, and Story Musgrave, a six-time shuttle astronaut.  The culmination to 
the week was the Saturn V/Apollo Reunion.  As a result of this incredible 
professional development opportunity, both Oliver and Tucker were anxious to 
begin the 2008 school year. 
 
 

 
TSgt Goodwin, MSgt Babbitt, EM1 Saab, and 
SSgt Malone, all volunteers from Keesler assist in 
the Chapter #332-sponsored project. 
 



 
AFA Announces 2008 Scholarships 
 
AFA announced the award of scholarships valued over $75,000 thus far this 
year.  In addition, $107,000 in Pitsenbarger Awards went to deserving enlisted 
members to further their education.  For details see: 
  
HHUUhttp://www.afa.org/media/press/Callahan08.asp UU 
HHUUhttp://www.afa.org/media/press/ferretti08.aspUU 
HHUUhttp://www.afa.org/media/press/spouse_scholarships_2008.asp UU 
HHUUhttp://www.afa.org/media/press/AFExcel_wnrs.asp UU 
HHUUhttp://www.afa.org/aboutus/memben/grantham_wnr.asp UU 
HHUUhttp://www.afa.org/media/press/pitwnrs08.aspUU 
 
Educator Grants 
The Association is accepting Educator Grant Applications from August 1 – 
November 14, 2008.  Each academic year AFA awards grants of up to $250 to 
viable projects that substantially enhances student academic excellence in math, 
science and technologies.  The association believes that one of the most 
significant means to motivate student learning is to fund grants to meet the 
unmet and unfunded educational needs of the students.  The Educator Grant 
program promotes aerospace education initiatives in K-12 classrooms and 
encourages development of innovative aerospace activities within the prescribed 
curriculum.   
 
The AE Newsletter Needs You!!! 
 
While we received a lot of positive feedback on the first AE Newsletter, we need 
your input if this product is going to continue to be produced.  Please send your 
stories, accomplishments, and great ideas to share with your fellow AFAers out 
there in the field – they’re trying just as hard as you are to make their AE 
programs successful and could use your help!  Submit an input today to 
HHUUAENewsletter@afa.org UUHH. 


