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“Wings of Hope” Golf Classic Raises Over $30,000  
The 2009 “Wings of Hope” golf classic was conducted at The Ridge golf course in 
Auburn, California, on August 31.  The classic is the major fundraiser for the C. Farinha 
Goldrush Chapter #116 at Sacramento. Chapter President Dick Stultz and golf 
chairman Lee Greer said participants described the tournament as “best ever, 
outstanding, well-planned and executed, great fun” and in other most complimentary 
statements.  Net proceeds from the event exceeded $30,000 for the second year in a 
row. This is especially noteworthy in light of the current state of the economy and the 
tight fiscal constraints that most companies and individuals are experiencing.  The 
money that was raised will go directly to the Chapter scholarship program and the 
military family support program.  Over the past several years, C. Farinha Goldrush 
Chapter has provided scholarships in excess of $20,000 per year to local area students, 
and has also provided over $12,000 per year to needy military families in the local area.  
Honoree for this year’s classic was Henry Wirz, President and CEO of SAFE Credit 
Union. Wirz was honored for his many initiatives at SAFE that have contributed to the 
wellbeing of military families over the years, particularly in providing support for 
educational initiatives. He has initiated and 
endorsed numerous programs at SAFE to 
help provide scholarships and support 
services to meet the unique needs of 
returning veterans who have endured 
sacrifices. 
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Identifying the winner of the ball drop. 

One highlight of the day’s activities was an 
event called the “helicopter ball drop.” 
Chapter members sold tickets for numbered 
balls.  A helicopter rose over the drop site 
and released the exact number of balls sold 
onto a target painted on the ground.  The 
ball closest to the center was declared the 
winner.  Over $8,000 was raised by the ball 
drop, with $4,015 going to the winner.   
 
Region V Conclave Attended by Friedauer 
Max Friedauer, AFA National Director and Aerospace Education Council Member, 
attended the Arnold Air Society (AAS) and Silver Wings (SW) Area Region V Conclave 
held on October 3 at Pensacola Beach, Florida.   He was met by 2Lt Leanne Babcock, 
AAS/SW Joint Alumni Association (JAA) National Development Officer.  Friedauer 
presented an AFA briefing to the over 100 AFJROTC cadets, AAS/SW members, and 



conclave delegates.  All AAS/SW members are also members of AFA, a fact not well 
known by AFA chapters and many of their members may actually not be affiliated with a 
chapter.  Every AAS/SW member was provided a spreadsheet showing the closest AFA 
Chapter near their school and the cadets were encouraged to establish contact. 
 Friedauer related that AFA needs to ensure that chapters are briefed and aware of this 
possible contact and welcome them with open arms.   Additionally, as seniors graduate 
next year, they will be offered a half price 3-year membership, which will go a long way 
to possibly keeping these members for the long term. Friedauer also spoke with AAS 
National Commander C/Brig Gen Jun Ko.    
 
Educator Grant Deadline Rapidly Approaching 
AFA is accepting Educator Grant Applications until November 14, 2009. The online 
grant site will only be available during the application period. 
Each academic year AFA awards grants of up to $250 to viable projects that 
substantially enhances student academic excellence in math, science and technologies.  
The association believes that one of the most significant means to motivate student 
learning is to fund grants to meet the unmet and unfunded educational needs of the 
students.  The Educator Grant program promotes aerospace education initiatives in K-
12 classrooms and encourages development of innovative aerospace activities within 
the prescribed curriculum. 
The grant process is competitive in nature. A committee comprised of outside experts in 
the field of aerospace education will review all qualified grant applications and make 
recommendations on funding. Based upon the funding available, the Association will 
choose to invest in projects that best serve our nation’s students and support the 
mission of the Air Force Association. The Educator Grant program promotes aerospace 
education activities in classrooms from kindergarten through twelfth grades. The 
program encourages development of innovative aerospace activities within the 
prescribed curriculum. 
Grant applications must be completed and submitted online - hardcopy or faxed 
applications will not be considered.  
 
Schlitt Attends Air Force STEM Conference 
Sandy Schlitt, Vice Chairman of the Board, Aerospace Education, attended an Air Force 
wide Stem Conference on September 23 at the Air Force Academy.  This conference 
was widely attended by the Air Force Senior Pentagon staff, AFIT, the Air Force 
Research Lab and other effected areas of the STEM workforce. The following day, key 
players remained to begin work on a STEM workforce roadmap. A briefing by Natalie 
Crawford was given on the study she conducted with George Muellner on STEM, as 
requested by the Air Force and sponsored by the National Academies.  The draft STEM 
roadmap is scheduled for completion in October with the published roadmap due out in 
December. 
Additional briefings were delivered by General Howie Chandler, Vice Chief of Staff of 
the Air Force [see VCSAF Brief] and Lt General Mark Shackelford, Military Deputy, 
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Office of The Assistant Secretary of Staff of the Air Force, Acquisitions [see Shackelford 
Brief].   
 
AFA Silver and Bronze Medals Available for Outstanding Cadets 
The Air Force Association takes great pride in recognizing the outstanding 
achievements of Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and AFJROTC cadets each year.  Commanders 
are invited to submit requests in December or January by letter or email to Lynette 
Cross, Manager, National Aerospace Awards. 
CAP Squadron commanders select one outstanding cadet of the year to receive the 
AFA Silver Medal, Ribbon and inscribed certificate.  The AFA Medal will be shipped free 
of charge directly to the requesting CAP Squadron Commander.  
AFJROTC Unit commanders are also eligible to select one outstanding cadet of the 
year to be the recipient of the AFA Bronze Medal, Ribbon and inscribed certificate.   The 
AFA Medal will be shipped free of charge directly to the requesting AFJROTC Unit 
Commander.  
Upon receipt of the package, Commanders should contact the President of the AFA 
Chapter in his or her local area and provide time, date and location where the AFA 
Medal presentation will take place. The AFA Chapter President and/or his or her 
designated representative will be in attendance to make the presentation.    
 
AFA Announces Fall 2009 Civil Air Patrol Educator Grants  
AFA announced 20 recipients of the Civil Air Patrol Educator Grant for the Fall of 2009. 
These grants, an initiative funded by AFA and managed by the Civil Air Patrol 
Headquarters, encourage early interest in the aerospace field.   The grants, each $250, 
are provided to teachers who are members of either the Air Force Association or the 
Civil Air Patrol. This initiative promotes aerospace knowledge through classroom 
activities or materials that benefit the entire group of students. These grants fund field 
trips to aerospace museums or Air Force bases, or used for books, DVDs or videotapes 
that encourage interest in aerospace-related topics. 
Sandy Schlitt, Vice Chairman of the Board, Aerospace Education, said “These teachers 
are doing a great job providing their students with extra opportunities. We’re pleased to 
help encourage an interest in the aerospace career field in time to perhaps influence the 
educational path of some students.” 
Grant recipients were:  JoAnn Anderson, New Holstein Elementary School, New 
Holstein, Wisconsin; Stephanie Benedict, Darke County Christian Homeschool Coop, 
New Madison, Ohio; Michael Bero, Franklin Middle School, Green Bay, Wisconsin; 
Steve Chance, Colonel Wright Elementary School, The Dalles, Oregon; Scott Cutler, 
G.W. Bush Middle School, Turnwater, Washington; Stuart Dewhurst, New Holstein 
Elementary School, New Holstein, Wisconsin; Glenn Fortmayer, United School District 
332, Cunningham, Kansas; Bart Gadola, Wilkinsburg School District, Wilkinsburg, 
Pennsylvania; Susan Hayes, Oneida Nation High School, Oneida, Wisconsin; Kathy 
Keeney, Lombardi Middle School, Green Bay, Wisconsin; Martha Koho, Belle Morris 
Elementary School, Knoxville, Tennessee; Angela Krause-Kuchta, Menomonie High 
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School, Menomonie, Wisconsin; Jessica McDaniel, Kramer Elementary School, Oxford, 
Ohio; Martha Roberts, Capps Middle School, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Dale K. 
Robinson, Jacobs Creek Job Corps Center Academics, Bristol, Tennessee; Alex Rode, 
Ledyard Elementary School, Ledyard, Connecticut; Shelby Soeder, Washington Irving 
Elementary, Waverly, Iowa; Stephen Sycuro, West Stanly High School, Oakboro, North 
Carolina; Jaelene Wentland, Brown County Middle School, De Pere, Wisconsin; and 
Heather Whitehead, The Walker School, Marietta, Georgia. 
 
Alamo Chapter President Presents CAP Awards at Annual Conference 
The Air Force Association, in its continuing 
efforts to expand and enhance Civil Air 
Patrol’s Aerospace Education program, 
recognized the outstanding achievements 
of two CAP members during the CAP 2009 
National Conference awards ceremony held 
on September 5 in San Antonio, Texas.  
Gary Copsey, Alamo Chapter President, 
presented the Senior Member of the Year 
award to Lieutenant Colonel Jonathan E. 
Reid.  The AFA CAP Senior Member of the 
Year Award is presented annually to the 
senior member who has contributed most to 
the success of CAP’s mission over the 
years. The selection is based on the 
member’s lifetime contributions, and not 
just his or her accomplishments during the nomination year. The winner receives a one-
year complimentary membership in AFA and a commemorative plaque.   

Copsey presented the Cadet of the 
Year award to Cadet Colonel Kate A. 
Whitacre. The AFA CAP Cadet of the 
Year Award is presented annually to 
the cadet demonstrating outstanding 
leadership in CAP, as well as 
academic excellence. The nominee 
must have earned the Amelia Earhart 
Award and be a current CAP member. 
The Cadet of the Year receives a one-
year complimentary membership in 
AFA and a commemorative plaque. 
Similarly, Reed has made significant 
contributions to the Maryland Wing.  
 

 
From Left: CAP National Commander Maj Gen Amy Courter, 

CAP Lt Col Jonathan E. Reid, Gary Copsey. 

 
From Left:  CAP National Commander Maj Gen Amy Courter, 

CAP Cadet Col Kate A. Whitacre, Gary Copsey. 
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Hurlburt Chapter VP Provides Teachers With Aerospace Vehicles 
John Jogerst, Vice President of Aerospace Education for the Hurlburt Chapter has a 
unique talent.  He designs and builds all types of aerospace vehicles for area teachers.  
Jogerst began building straw rocket launchers for teachers last year.  He then found 
several websites that featured model 
airplanes made of paper, which he adapted 
to fit onto his straw rocket launchers.    
During his searches through the web for 
other model airplanes he came across 
designs for various space vehicles to include 
satellites, rockets, and space stations.   He 
made all of those, plus many more he has 
handed out to teachers in the area.   The 
most fascinating thing is that they are all 
made out of paper and the occasional wire or 
stick.   Designs are downloaded and printed 
on a color copier and then carefully cut, 
rolled, folded and glued together to create 
literal works of art.   
  
CyberPatriot in the Starting Blocks … 
By the time the next AENewsletter is published, the Air Force Association will have 
conducted the largest simultaneous high school cyber defense competition ever.  This 
one-of-a-kind competition will begin with an opening round on November 7, 2009, and 
involve nearly 200 teams in 42 states, D.C., and one DoD school in Japan! 
“We’re excited to announce this unique, 
competitive learning experience,” said 
S. Sanford Schlitt, AFA’s Vice 
Chairman of the Board for Aerospace 
Education. “This is a dramatic 
expansion of the February 2009 
CyberPatriot competition that 
demonstrated the concept to promote 
student career interest in cyber security 
and other science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics career 
fields.” 
The competition enjoys the advice and 
assistance of Dr. Greg White of the 
Center for Infrastructure Assurance and 
Security (CIAS) at the University of Texas-San Antonio.  Dr. White created and 
conducts the National Collegiate Cyber Defense Competition and serves as a colonel in 
the Air Force Reserve in the field of cyber security.  

 
One of John Jogerst’s unique aerospace vehicles. 

 
General Norton Schwartz, Chief of Staff of the Air Force, 

speaks with members of Team Schriever of 
Dr. Phillips HS, Orlando, Florida, during CyberPatriot I 
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On November 7, 2009, the entire field will simultaneously step up to their computers, 
type in a password and begin a race to the finish solving a series of cyber defense 
problems.  Using a commercial platform called CyberNEXS donated by Science 
Applications International Corporation (SAIC), the competition replicates real life 
situations faced by computer administrators on a daily basis.  Teams have up to six 
hours to correct 100 percent of the vulnerabilities in a virtual network, and will be ranked 
according to their success and speed with the SAIC system remotely tracking their 
progress. 
The top 24 teams from the November 7 competition move on to the November 21 
semifinals, with a much more complex virtual network and an entirely new set of 
vulnerabilities.  Also participating in the semifinals will be one “wild card” winner from a 
November 14 consolation competition for teams not in the top 24 on 7 November. 
From the 25 qualifying teams, the November 21 semifinals will determine the final eight 
teams to receive an all-expense-paid trip to Orlando, Florida, for the February 19, 2010, 
championship round, in conjunction with AFA’s Air Warfare Symposium at the Rosen 
Shingle Creek Convention Center. There they will compete on identical equipment on a 
system incorporating the most complicated series of live challenges yet, against an 
active “Red Team” opponent that will attempt to counter their defense strategies. 
 
Your Story is Still Urgently Needed!!! 
The Vice Chairman of the Board for Aerospace Education welcomes the opportunity to 
read stories about your Chapter’s great aerospace education endeavors.  You do not 
have to be a great journalist ― just compose some paragraphs defining who, what, 
where, when and why.  Include an email photo that editor Buster Horlen 
(bhorlen@sbcglobal.net) can use in the newsletter and we will do the rest. 
Share your successes with other AFA Aerospace enthusiasts!  Submit your story today 
directly to Buster or to AENewsletter@afa.org. 
 

mailto:bhorlen@sbcglobal.net
mailto:AENewsletter@afa.org

