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Do You Know Our History? 
While AFA was incorporated in 1946, the corporate entity that now bears the 
AFA name was actually incorporated ten years later.  Formed in 1956, the Air 
Force Association Foundation Incorporated became the Air Education 
Foundation in 1957, and in 1958 with concern for space sweeping the nation in 
the wake of the Soviet Union’s Sputnik, the Foundation was re-named Air Force 
Association Space Education Foundation.  In July, 1961, the name changed 
again to the Aerospace Education Foundation, remaining a D.C. Corporation with 
an IRS 501(c)(3) tax exemption throughout all the name changes.  It was this 
legacy that enabled AFA to become an IRS 501(c)(3) entity on 1 April 2006 
through transfer of assets to AEF and a final renaming of AEF to “AFA.“  For a 
more detailed history, see: 
http://www.afa.org/members/AENews/Oct08/aef_History.pdf. 
 
Fall 2008 Civil Air Patrol Educator Grants  

 

The Air Force Association announced 20 recipients of the Civil Air Patrol 
Educator Grant for 2008, an education initiative funded by AFA and managed by 
CAP Headquarters. The $250 grants are 
provided to teachers who are Aerospace 
Education Members (AEMs) of the Civil Air 
Patrol. Grant recipients are: Susie Comer, 
Ruth Criner, John Edsall, John Evans III, Joe 
Heilman, Regina Hein, Janie Hill, Diane 
Keeton, Robin Kennedy, Melissa Kissler, Shari 
Klausman, Sonia McMichael, Ann Naar, 
Michael O’Connell, Beth Richert, George 
Smith, Meggan Starr, Nancy Tashima, Lynn 
Toney, and Janice Wright. 
 

Susan Mallett, CAP Aerospace Education; 
AFA National Aerospace Teacher of the Year 
Leo Murphy; CAP Commander, Major 
General Amy Courter; and CAP Executive 
Director, Dr. Donnie Rowland at the CAP 
booth at the 2008 Air & Space Conference 
and Technology Exposition 

The initiative funds classroom activities or 
materials that benefit the entire group of 
students and promote knowledge of aerospace 
power. Grants are used for field trips to 
aerospace museums or Air Force bases, for 
books, DVDs or videotapes on aerospace 
topics.  “Science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics are building blocks for the future of aerospace power,” said S. 
Sanford Schlitt, AFA’s Vice Chairman of the Board, Aerospace Education. “We 
appreciate each of these teachers, and their commitment to young people and a 
great educational start in life.” 
 

http://www.afa.org/members/AENews/Oct08/aef_History.pdf


School Librarian Thanks Meridian Chapter #376 
Sue Dorrill, librarian at Greenlee Elementary School in Meridian, Mississippi, 
wrote:  

I am so thrilled to learn that your AFA Chapter will provide USA TODAY for 
Greenlee Elementary School students through the Visions of Exploration 
Program!  Julie Parslow was certainly in the right place at the right time when 
I contacted her about a sponsor for Greenlee.  I am so thankful that she knew 
about you and your Chapter's generous gifts to area schools.  I am anxious to 
tell the students on Monday that we will again be able to read around the 
world with USA TODAY.  You may not realize this but most of the students at 
Greenlee do not have printed matter in their homes, especially daily 
newspapers.  Their parents work in nearby plants and businesses and do not 
read a newspaper at home.  Last year, several sixth graders interrupted my 
library classes in the mornings to ask if the USA TODAY had arrived.  They 
were interested in reading about current events and seeing the developing 
news stories.  USA TODAY literally brought the world to Greenlee Elementary 
School.  Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to continue this 
educational program with Greenlee students.  Not only are they learning 
about newsworthy events and people, they are improving their reading, 
thinking and writing skills. 

Dorrill went on to say that she looked forward to reading the lesson plans 
provided by USA TODAY because the plans help teachers direct students to 
articles that promote interest in STEM.  She again thanked the Chapter for their 
generosity and support of the educational progress at Greenlee Elementary 
School. 
Aerospace Education Lifetime Achievement Award 
The Air Force Association Field Awards Dinner in Washington DC was the 
setting for a prior “Airmen of the Year” to make history one more time.  Central 
Florida Chapter #303 member Richard A. Ortega became the first recipient of the 
Air Force Association’s Aerospace Education Lifetime Achievement Award.  This 
national award recognizes an individual for their unique combination of service, 
sacrifice, and valor.  
 
Ortega has carried the aerospace education banner in many dynamic ways. He 
composed 313 e-mails “Tech Flashes” to alert Florida AFA leaders to aerospace 
education events and opportunities, rallied support for Air Force Reserve Officer 
and Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps programs, and linked Civil Air Patrol 
units throughout Florida to their local AFA chapters. Richard Ortega has 
remained solidly in the forefront of aerospace education.  He is our best witness 
to the evolution of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
education over the decades and realizes its critical state today. He knows the 
value of aerospace education to STEM education.  Ortega is unwilling to wait for 
someone else to act in behalf of a solution to this critical national priority.  That is 
why his philosophy is…IF WE DON’T DO IT - WHO WILL? 
 



Aerospace Education Workshop 
At the Air & Space Conference on 16 September and again at Region/State 
Presidents’ Training on 18 October, AFA’s Manager of Field Education 
Programs, Ann Sagle, was center stage presenting her signature Field 
Aerospace Education Workshop.  The workshop presents the most popular field 
education programs with innovative ideas on how they can be used by both 
states and chapters.  Participants at both venues gave it favorable reviews and 
you can see the slides at: 
http://www.afa.org/members/AENews/Oct08/AE_SP_Mtg.pdf 
 
State Aerospace Education Programs 
Also at the 18 October State Presidents’ training session, a good interchange of 
ideas was featured, with briefings by Utah (Grant Hicinbothem); Texas (Dave 
Dietsch), and Virginia (Skip Williams).  While all three briefings offered different 
approaches, the unifying thrust of the discussion was that an active State 
Aerospace Education organization can have a significant positive impact on AFA 
mission accomplishment in the Field.  For the briefings and the other 
Region/State Presidents briefings, see: http://www.afa.org/members/field.asp 
 
“MyBase” is Here! 
During AFA’s 2008 Air & Space Conference and Technology Exposition held in 
Washington, D.C., in September following the National Convention, Air Education 
Training Command (AETC) A-5/8/9’s Major General Erv Lessel briefed twenty 
Aerospace Education Council members and education advocates on the 
Command’s future learning concepts and the "MyBase" Virtual Distance Learning 
environment.  This exciting technological leap is now transcending the concept 
stage as AETC recently announced a Request for Proposal to conduct a 
technical demonstration and move forward toward implementation.  In “MyBase,” 
Airmen will acquire an “Avatar” when they enter the service.  The “Avatar” will 
progress with them through their careers, eventually allowing virtual, interactive 
distance learning, training and operations. 
 
The AFA Aerospace Education Council and AETC are exploring ways the two 
organizations can enhance each other’s potential benefits from this exciting 
concept through cooperation and information sharing.  Stay tuned.  Who knows, 
you may have your own AFA “Avatar” soon!  
 
High School Cyber Comp is Coming 
On September 13th, the Board of Directors approved an exciting new project 
developed by the AEC that could become a major AFA program in the coming 
years.  During this year’s Air Warfare Symposium at Orlando, seven AFJROTC 
and one CAP teams of high school students will compete in a “proof of concept” 
demonstration of what we hope will become a national high school cyber defense 
competition.  Partnering with the Center for Infrastructure Assurance and 
Security (CIAS), Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC), 
AFCYBER(P) and AFJROTC, as well as CAP and General Dynamics, the 

http://www.afa.org/members/AENews/Oct08/AE_SP_Mtg.pdf
http://www.afa.org/members/field.asp


demonstration will be held 26-27 February.  If you attend the Air Warfare 
Symposium this year, stop by room A-3/4 for a look. 
 
The AE Newsletter Still Needs You!!! 
We continue to receive a lot of positive feedback on these AE Newsletters, but 
we need your inputs to keep the information flowing.  Please send your stories, 
accomplishments, and great ideas to share with your fellow AFAers out there in 
the field – we are all trying just as hard as you are to make AFA’s AE programs 
successful!  Submit an input today to AENewsletter@afa.org. 
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