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The New Visions Newsletter Is a “Must See” 
Bold AFA placements throughout the USA Today website!  An opening letter to 
teachers from Sandy Schlitt, Vice Chairman of the Board, Aerospace Education! 
These are just a few attention grabbers on the new Visions Newsletter website, a 
product of our partnership with USA Today.   
 
Other areas include a link to AFA field chapter contacts, the ability for educators 
and students to view additional articles on Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM) careers, issues, and up-to-date information on cyber security.  
A Forum section allows educators to share best practices, increasing Visions and 
STEM effectiveness.  Over 250,000 middle and high school students in 1,000 
classrooms can utilize the tools. 
 
New website innovations were a direct result of the AFA Aerospace Education 
workshop last September.  Concern was raised that the only recognition AFA 
received was a sticker on the newspapers.  Mary Anne Thompson, former AE 
Chairperson, and Sandy Schlitt worked with USA Today to develop a plan.  Due 
to the persistence of Thompson, the website now reflects the close partnership 
with USA Today.   Kudos and thanks to Mary Anne Thompson! 
 
Science Policy Testimony on America’s Competitiveness 
Norman Augustine, retired Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Lockheed 
Martin Corporation, provided testimony in January before the Democratic 
Steering and Policy Committee in the U.S. House of Representatives.   
 
Augustine painted a grim picture concerning the ability of America to effectively 
compete in the new world economy. His remarks drew heavily upon the 
unanimous findings of the study known as the “Gathering Storm” report, 
commissioned on a bipartisan basis by Congress and conducted by the National 
Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine, institutions that count 195 
Nobel Laureates among their current membership.   The twenty-member 
“Gathering Storm” Committee included university presidents, chief executive 
officers from industry, former presidential appointees, Nobel Laureates, and 
experts in K-12 education.   
 
Augustine’s call to action highlighted the deterioration of America’s ability to 
compete for jobs in the evolving global marketplace.  A variety of studies 
concluded that between 50 and 85 percent of the growth in America’s Gross 
Domestic Product over the past half-century had its root in advancements in 
science and engineering.  It has also been estimated that two-thirds of the 
increase in productivity in America in recent decades is also attributable to 
advancements in science and engineering.   



 
Read the full transcript of Augustine’s remarks at: 
http://www.afa.org/members/AENews/Feb09/Augustine_Testimony.pdf  
 
One Hundred Sixty-Six Percent Increase in Educator Applications 
Ann Sagle, Manager, Field Education Programs, reported that 412 applications 
were received for the 2009 Educator Grants.  Application numbers increased 
166% over the 248 received last year.  Scoring of the applications has been 
completed, 114 teachers have been selected, and winners have been notified.  
Award checks totaling $28,103 and congratulatory letters have also been 
dispatched.  All chapter/state/regions with winners will receive electronic 
notification to include names and contact information.  
 
Houston, We Have A Problem! 
Recently, an AFROTC cadet at the University of Houston found herself badly in 
need of a root canal. She was in pain daily but faced a financial dilemma. How 
could she afford the cost of a root canal procedure and still finance her own 
college education?  After AFA Houston learned of the cadet’s predicament, 
details were transmitted to the members in the chapter’s area. The response was 
overwhelming. Dr. Peter Spradling, (Col USAF Ret.), a chapter member on the 
far flung border of the chapter responded from Victoria, Texas. Doctor Spradling, 
an endodontist, agreed to perform the procedure free of charge if the cadet could 
be brought to Victoria. Tom Halley, an AFA member from Tyler, offered to pay for 
the procedure and for the cadet’s transportation. Other AFA members offered 
donations and services to aid the cadet. The generosity and willingness to 
provide service above self made the members proud to be a part of the Air Force 
Association.  
 
1995 AFA National Teacher of the Year Honored by a Grateful Student  
Barbara Walters-Phillips, 1995 AFA National Teacher of the Year, is the proud 
recipient of an American flag flown by 1Lt Christopher Reveiz in his C-130 
Spooky gunship.  Lt Reveiz never forgot Barbara, his 6th grade teacher at 
Glenridge Middle School in Winter Park, Florida.  Walters-Phillips was 
instrumental in motivating him to pursue a career in the United States Air Force.  
In 1995, Barbara invited Civil Air Patrol (CAP) cadets to speak to her class about 
opportunities offered by the cadet program. . Lt Reveiz continued to excel in his 
academic studies and became an outstanding CAP cadet.  After graduating from 
Winter Park High School, he set his goal to become a pilot and joined AFROTC 
Detachment 159 at the University of Central Florida.  
 
In August 2005, Cadet Reveiz invited Barbara to attend his commissioning 
ceremony at the University of Central Florida.  After graduating from Flight 
Training, Lt Reveiz was assigned to a C-130 Squadron. In November 2008, he 
emailed Walters-Phillips indicating he was leaving for Iraq for three-month 
tour. Chris surprised Barbara and her 6th Grade class when a large box shipped 
from Iraq arrived with notes of appreciation for the students who had written 
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notes to him.  Also, in the box, Lt Reveiz sent the American flag he flew in his C-
130 Spooky gunship during a combat mission over the Iraq Airspace Combat 
Area.  Lt Reveiz also enclosed a certificate of citation describing the combat 
mission and signed by the pilot – 1Lt Christopher Reveiz.   
 
Edutopia: What Works in Public Education  
Created by the George Lucas Education Foundation, Edutopia strives to “spread 
the word about ideal, interactive learning environments and enable others to 
adapt these successes locally.” Edutopia.org contains a deep archive of 
continually updated best practices, from classroom tips to recommendations for 
district wide change. Allied with a dedicated audience that actively contributes 
success stories from the field, Edutopia mission relies on input and participation 
from schools and communities. 
 
The Edutopia website is available at http://www.edutopia.org/ 
 
Aerospace Workshop in Miami 
The Miami Chapter of AFA and the Miami-Dade schools held an Aerospace 
Education Teacher Workshop on February 6 at the George T. Baker Aviation 
School. 
 
The slate of speakers included the Honorable Congresswoman Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen and Alberto Carvalho, Miami-Dade Superintendent of Schools.  Les 
Gold, education specialist from NASA, and Barrington Irving, the youngest 
aviator to ever fly solo around the world, addressed the audience.  
 
In addition to education benefits derived from the workshop, educators received 
breakfast, lunch, door prizes and a tour of the aviation school. 
    
NASA Television Education File Schedule for Feb 2009 
Educators are constantly seeking new ways to motivate their students.  The 
NASA Television Education File website substantially enhances a teacher’s 
ability to motivate students to achieve academic excellence in math, sciences 
and aerospace technologies.   The site provides a schedule of NASA television 
programs available each day, a description of the program, and the grade level 
that the program was designed for. 
 
Most importantly, wide dissemination and use of this site will expand 
and embrace the mission of the Air Force Association in providing public 
awareness through enhanced focus on science and technology education.  
Please share this site with your educator contacts. 

 
The NASA Television Education File schedule for Feb 2009 is available 
at  http://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/topnav/schedule/index.html 
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Mississippi Teacher Thanks G. V. Sonny Montgomery Chapter 
Lilia Fisher, READ 180 teacher from Greenlee Elementary School in Enterprise, 
Mississippi, recently sent a letter to Langford Knight, President of the G V. Sonny 
Montgomery Chapter: 
  

I wanted to let you know how much my students are benefitting from using 
USA TODAY as a text for reading instruction.  This newspaper is 
intentionally written at a sixth grade reading level so most readers can pick it 
up and easily understand what it is talking about.  My sixth graders also find 
it to be reader-friendly. 
  
I use this paper in my sixth grade READ 180 remedial reading class.  I have 
fifteen students so each one gets a copy.  We do many activities with the 
newspaper.  We have kept track of happenings in the economy, sports, the 
election, and many other topics of interest.  The graphics and charts are 
great.  The lesson plans that are e-mailed to me are also very useful. 
  
My kids look forward to reading the newspaper each week.  I tell them it 
makes them look really smart.  They think they do too when they are 
reading USA TODAY.   
  
Thanks for your generous contribution to the education of today's young 
people. 

 
CyberPatriot at Orlando 
The first-ever CyberPatriot National High School Cyber Defense competition will 
be held on Thursday and Friday at this year’s Air Warfare Symposium in 
Orlando.  Eight High School teams of AFJROTC and CAP students will be 
defending their networks, two at as time, in competition periods at 8:30-11:30 
a.m. and 12:30-3:30 p.m. each day.  Stop by the CyberPatriot Information Desk 
in Gatlin Hallway to learn what it’s all about or check out the brochure or other 
information at http://www.highschoolcdc.com/html/downloads.html.  
 
The AE Newsletter needs You !!! 
AE Newsletter always needs fresh inputs.  Please send your stories, 
accomplishments, and great ideas to share with your fellow AFA Aerospace 
Educators out there in the field!  Submit an input today to AENewsletter@afa.org. 
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