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STRATEGIC TALKER – 2013 

 
The Air Force Association is older than the Air Force itself.  AFA was 
founded February 1946. Just one year before our United States Air 
Force; September 18th, 1947. 
 
AFA is a non-profit organization promoting public understanding of 
aerospace power and its role in national defense.  Its mission is to 
educate, advocate & support.  We educate the public about the critical 
role in aerospace power in the defense of our nation; advocate for 
aerospace power and a strong national defense; and support the US 
Air Force and the Air Force Family. 
 
AFA annually develops a Statement of Policy that contains our Top 
Issues.  This document takes a full year to pull together and results in 
a collection of concerns and issues from across the spectrum of the 
Total Force family. 
 
The Statement of Policy and the Top Issues are voted on at our 
annual convention by the AFA members serving as convention 
delegates.  AFA takes the Statement of Policy to Congress, 
distributes it to the media, AFA members and Air Force leadership. 
 
This isn’t all that we do though.  We are heavily involved in advancing 
aerospace education through grants, scholarships, and professional 
forums.  We are truly “the Force behind THE FORCE.” 
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AFA Top Issues for 2013:   
- Preparing and Supporting Airmen; Caring for Veterans and 

Retirees 
- Recapitalizing the Aging Fleet 
- Securing Space and Cyberspace 
- Strengthening the Nuclear Mission 
- Investing in Airpower 
 
The Air Force has 5 priorities outlined in its 2012 Posture Statement. 
AFA’s Statement of Policy and Top Issues: ‘Preserving a National 
Asset; Air Force Airpower’ is aligned with that Statement.  Let me 
explain how AFA’s policy and positions support the Air Force 
priorities. 
 
Air Force Priority 1:  Strengthen the Nuclear Enterprise:  Today’s threats 
are more global and less clear in the volatile geopolitical landscape in which 
we now find ourselves. While the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 
(START) with Russia reduces strategic stockpiles even further, China, 
Pakistan, North Korea, and India, some of which are unstable or hostile 
nations, are building and increasing their own nuclear stockpiles. Preserving 
our own deterrent capabilities will require a thorough assessment of any 
proposed nuclear force reductions beyond those taken under New START.  
 
AFA Top Issues that support Priority 1: 

- The nation needs a secure and reliable ICBM force  

-  An adequate number of nuclear-capable long-range strike aircraft able to 

penetrate modern defenses 

- A strong and secure nuclear infrastructure  

- Our allies, who have long enjoyed security provided by the American 

nuclear umbrella, are concerned and watching closely 
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- We cannot assume potential enemies and aggressors will share our values, 

restraints, and strategic calculations.  
 

Air Force Priority 2:  Work with Partners in Today's Fights;  Strong, 
foundational aviation capabilities in our partner nations enable successful, 
sustainable security within their borders and contribute to regional stability.  
Successful partnerships ensure interoperability, integration, and 
interdependence between air forces, enabling effective coalition operations. 
 
 
AFA issues that support Priority 2: 
- Fielding the Joint Strike Fighter and other platforms will help 

further our partnerships with more established allies 
- Air Force is working with partner nations to build and sustain ISR 

capacity and are pursuing agreements to increase partner satellite 
communications, space situational awareness, global positioning 
navigation and timing capabilities 

- The U.S. role in the 12 nation Strategic Airlift Consortium enables a 
unique operational force of C-17s to meet the airlift requirements of 
our European Allies 

- Supporter of State-Defense exchanges and other programs that 
provide interagency familiarity and training 

 
Air Force Priority 3:  Develop and Care for Airmen, their Families and 
Veterans;   Air Force effectiveness depends first and foremost on the readiness 
and dedication of our Airmen. Disproportionate cuts to the Air Force budget in 
FY13 have forced a proposed end strength reduction of 9,900 airmen to 
protect essential capabilities while avoiding a hollow force. Still, the Air Force 
remains committed to providing quality programs while funding sustainable, 
cost-effective services to maintain the community and resiliency of Airmen 
and their families. 
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AFA issues that support Priority 3: 
- Oppose to raising TRICARE fees at medical inflation rates, which 

exceed the annual cost of living adjustments to retired pay.  
-    Oppose the creation and additional bureaucracy of a Unified    
Medical  Command as unnecessary and unwise. 
- Implement a common DOD-VA electronic Medical Record (EMR)   
 

Air Force Priority 4: Modernize Air, Space, and Cyber Assets; The Air Force 
has been continuously engaged in combat for over two decades and has 
taken on a range of new missions.  Since 2001,  inventory has been reduced by 
over 500 aircraft , new missions added, while end strength has come down by 
thousands of Airmen, leaving us with the smallest force since our inception in 
1947.  The average age of Air Force aircraft has risen dramatically: fighters 
stand at 22 years; bombers, 35 years; and tankers,47 years. Reduced 
manpower, full-scale operations, and reduced training opportunities have 
pushed our readiness to the edge. The budget increases that have occurred in 
the last decade were consumed by operational expenses, not procurement. 
There is a compelling need to invest in next-generation, high-impact systems 
so that the Air Force can continue to provide the capabilities on which our 
Nation relies. The failure to make the proper investments now will imperil the 
effectiveness of the future force and our ability to execute the new strategic 
guidance for decades to come. 
 

AFA issues that support Priority 4: 
- We must develop and acquire a new long-range ISR/strike aircraft that 

can penetrate, survive, and locate adversary systems and engage 

them as soon as they are located.  
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- AFA urges Congress to recognize the critical nature of the 
capability in the F-35 program and provide strong support for a 
very long production run. 

- AFA believes the KC-46A will revolutionize our nation's ability to 
employ tankers and will ensure the Air Force's future ability to 
provide Global Vigilance, Reach, and Power. 

 

Air Force Priority 5: Restore Acquisition Excellence; An effective acquisition 
process is essential to successful force modernization. The Air Force continues 
its steadfast commitment to regain its past acquisition excellence. 
 
 
AFA issues that support Priority 5: 

-  AFA supports the use of multi-year contracts to ensure 
predictability. 

- The Administration, Congress and DOD must make the necessary 
investments in the military industrial base to maintain the skills, 
capacities and technologies to meet the defense needs of the 
nation.  

 

 

 
Bottom line: These are critical times for our nation.  We must make 
necessary investments today to counter future threats.  Our air, space 
and cyberspace dominance cannot be taken for granted. 
 
I will leave you with this quote from one of our Air Force and AFA 
founding fathers: 
“…our Air Force belongs to those who come from ranks of labor, 
management, the farms, the stores, the professions and colleges and 
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legislative halls…Air Power will always be the business of every 
American citizen.”   - General Henry ‘Hap’ Arnold 
 
In this, we dare not fail. 
 

OPEN DISCUSSION 
 
 

THEMES/MESSAGES 
Revised military strategic choices recognize and emphasize the evolving anti-access/area denial 
threat, and guide budgeting/programming judgments to posture our military to optimally 
respond to this threat.   
This presents a significant and advantageous opportunity for the Air Force to re-emphasize the 
need for fifth generation fighter capabilities, in the context of the U.S. ability to respond to A2AD 
threats and related adversary capabilities.   
As we also discuss other capabilities that may be responsive to this threat (i.e. LRS) it will be 
important and advantageous for us to link related capabilities in that same dialog. 
Proposed messaging below represents that thematic focus—however additional fidelity on 
linkages to other A2AD-facing capabilities would be advantageous and beneficial. 

• The current/future anti-access, area-denial threat: 

o Regimes, whether state or non-state actors, possessing a significant number of fourth-
plus-generation aircraft or “double-digit” Surface to Air Missiles (SAMs) can limit or 
prevent our ability to gain or maintain access to a region.  

o When coupled with the proliferation of cruise and ballistic missile technology, 
unmanned aerial vehicles, weapons of mass destruction and pursuit of fifth-generation 
technology, these anti-access threats highlight an increasingly difficult problem for our 
military.  

o Only by investing in more capable weapons systems will we be able to pinpoint, identify, 
and destroy mobile/moving targets regardless of the SAM environment and opposition 
by adversary fighters.  

o Fifth-generation fighters provide the asymmetric advantage to neutralize and destroy 
anti- access threats and enable safe deployment of follow-on joint forces. 

• The F-22 and JSF are systems that complement each other, each blending fifth-generation 
fighter capabilities with added unique benefits.  

o The Raptor is an air dominance fighter designed with additional speed and air-to-air 
capability. 
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o The Lightning II is an air-to-ground fighter bringing targeting flexibility and increased 
range and persistence. 

o The combination of these cutting-edge stealth aircraft further enable net-centric 
operations critical to the Joint, interdependent fight.  

o They will ensure we continue to deliver that dominance, guarding the lives of all our 
forces as an umbrella protection immeasurably more capable than their predecessors.  

o These aircraft will provide the Combatant Commanders a synergistic capability that will 
secure the air over the battlefield. 

o While we have worked hard to keep our aging aircraft competitive by modifying them 
with advanced technologies, the best way to maintain air dominance for the foreseeable 
future is to produce fifth-generation fighters: the F-22A and F-35.  

• Why not improved/extended 4th generation fighters and mass waves of remotely piloted 
aircraft? 

o RPAs are limited in their ability to strike targets defended by advanced air defenses in an 
environment where operation of those aircraft also would be hampered by disrupted 
communications. 

o Relying on modernized versions of our existing fighter fleet means more pilots (like 
WWII percentages of pilots) will die without striking the enemy targets that put our sea 
and land forces at tremendous risk. 

o  Investment in our ability to defeat or deter higher-end threats and staying ahead of the 
technological advances of aggressive regional powers represent an essential part of an 
effective national security strategy.   

• The F-22A Raptor is the Air Force’s primary air superiority fighter providing unmatched 
capabilities for air supremacy and homeland defense for the Joint team. 

o The multirole F-22A’s combination of speed, stealth, maneuverability and integrated 
avionics ensures this remarkable aircraft accesses and survives high-threat 
environments. Its ability to find, fix, track, and target enemy air- and surface-based 
threats ensures air dominance and freedom of maneuver for all Joint forces. 

o The stealth and air-dominance capabilities of the F-22A combined with the stealth and 
heavy-strike capabilities of the F-35 will secure access to heavily defended regions and 
deny sanctuary to our enemies anywhere, anytime. 

• The F-22A Raptor is the key enabler of joint air dominance.   

o The Raptor is a transformational combat aircraft ready to counter persistent and 
emerging national security challenges for decades. 

o Its capabilities create desired effects when, where, and for the duration they are 
needed. 

o The Raptor is the best value for the money today, and the only fighter produced and 
flying today that will defeat the threats of tomorrow 

o The F-22 is the most capable fighter in our military inventory.  
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o The F-22’s principal advantages are stealth and speed; and while optimized for air-to-air 
combat, it also has a ground attack capability. 

o The F-22 is a vital tool in the military toolbox and will remain in our inventory for 
decades to come.  

• The F22 and F-35 JSF-Fifth Generation Capability 

o The F-22 and F-35 JSF will work together in the future security environment.  
Each is optimized for its respective air-to-air and air-to-ground role, but both 
have multi-role capability; and future upgrades to the F-22 fleet are already 
planned. 

o Analysis showed that overlapping F-22 and F-35 JSF production would be 
expensive, and while the F-35 JSF is no substitute for the F-22, we did not want 
additional F-22s to come at the expense of F-35 JSFs. 

o Designed as 21st century combat systems, fifth generation fighters combine 
stealth, maneuverability and avionics to ensure multi-role joint air dominance, 
providing more complete battlefield awareness, improved net-centric 
operations, non-traditional ISR, persistence, flexibility and readiness. 

• Benefits of 5th Generation Fighters (F-22 and F-35) over legacy aircraft: 

o 5th Generation fighters provide/combine stealth, maneuverability, multi-role, and fused 
sensors/avionics. 

o Stealth to minimize susceptibility to SAMS, and to engage air threats before detection 

o Maneuverability to survive SAMS, maintain parity and dominate air-to-air and air-to-
ground engagements 

o Multi-role to provide both air-to-air and air-to-ground capability in same platform, and 
achieve “exclusive domains” defined by areas of optimized performance and unique 
capabilities 

o Fused Sensors & Avionics to provide synergistic integration of information 

• The 5th Generation JSF/F-35 provides four pillars of capability: Affordability, Lethality, 
Survivability, and Supportability. 
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	- Fielding the Joint Strike Fighter and other platforms will help further our partnerships with more established allies
	- Air Force is working with partner nations to build and sustain ISR capacity and are pursuing agreements to increase partner satellite communications, space situational awareness, global positioning navigation and timing capabilities
	- The U.S. role in the 12 nation Strategic Airlift Consortium enables a unique operational force of C-17s to meet the airlift requirements of our European Allies
	- Supporter of State-Defense exchanges and other programs that provide interagency familiarity and training

