
 
 

AFA News  

For Immediate Release 
August 3, 2012 

AFA Welcomes Senate confirmation of General Welsh as Chief of Staff 

Arlington, VA – The Air Force Association voices strong support for the leadership of General Mark A. 
Welsh III, who was confirmed August 2, 2012, by the U.S. Senate as the 20th Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air 
Force, by unanimous consent. 

“General Welsh has been recognized by many for being a committed and talented leader,” said Sandy 
Schlitt, AFA’s Chairman of the Board. “AFA looks forward to working closely with him as we work to 
defeat the challenges of our Air Force, including an aging fleet, restructuring of our forces and limited 
resources.” 

Welsh entered the Air Force in June 1976 as a graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. In his 36-year 
career, he has been assigned to numerous operational, command and staff positions. Most previously, he 
was the commander of the U.S. Air Forces in Europe, where he was responsible for Air Force activities, 
conducted through 3rd Air Force, in an area of operations covering almost one-fifth of the globe. 

“Having spent more than three decades in the Air Force, General Welsh is intimately familiar with the 
concepts and capabilities that our 21 century Air Force employs, as well as the many challenges now 
facing our Airmen,” said David T. “Buck” Buckwalter, AFA’s Acting President. “The Air Force Association 
congratulates him on his confirmation and we look forward to continuing to work with him during his 
tenure as USAF Chief of Staff.” 

 

The Air Force Association is a non-profit, independent, professional military and aerospace education 
association. Our mission is to promote a dominant United States Air Force and a strong national defense, 
and to honor Airmen and our Air Force Heritage. To accomplish this, we:  

 EDUCATE the public on the critical need for unmatched aerospace power and a technically 
superior workforce to ensure U.S. national security. 

 ADVOCATE for aerospace power and STEM education. 

 SUPPORT the Total Air Force family and promote aerospace education. 

AFA has 200 chapters nationally and internationally representing more than 105,000 members. Visit AFA 

at www.afa.org 

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Blogger 
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